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Based in Sacramento, California, Streetlight Christian Ministries was established
in 2014 with the goal of reaching hurting, needy children and
families in apartment complexes.
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Planting Seeds
By Lavern Yoder

WEEDING

Drip lines. Goof plugs. Connectors. Timers. Gardening is certainly
more complicated when there is
no natural rain to water it. This
year was the first time I had to
navigate the complexity by myself.
It was a good learning experience
for me. Eric and I tackled the job
and quickly learned that it isn’t too
complex if you have the pieces
you need and the time to spend
putting the puzzle together. This
year we planted the garden on
Saturday instead of kids club. It
gave us a better turnout and we
were able to get most of the vegetables in the ground in a short
amount of time. We also ended up
with a row of corn that wasn’t
(except a pile on one end). One of
the adults came to plant collard
greens and he looked at everything and told me, “You need to
take care of my vegetables. All
these kids will just mess it up!” But
I’m happy to report that seeds are
resilient things and most of them
came up well in spite of some mishandling.
Last year the garden came just
before Kenton was born and got
very minimal care. This year we
were able to put more planning
into it and are working hard to
have more community involve-

ment. We prepare a snack each
time and make sure we plan beforehand to have things for the
children to do. Children love digging and we have plenty of big
weeds for them to tackle. Also,
some of the plants are now tall
enough that the children can start
to weed around them without so
much fear of pulling out the
plants. We have had very good
turnout this year, which makes the
garden project seem much more
worth the work.
The garden is always a nice way
to connect with the children in
nature. They have a chance to see
and help make things grow and we
have a chance to show them a skill
that they can use to bring color
and joy into their lives.

“In the morning, sow your
seed, and in the evening do
not withhold your hand; For
you do not know which will
prosper, Either this or that,
or whether both alike will
be good.” (Ecclesiastes 11:6)

Musings
By Lavern Yoder
Over the years, we have prayed that God
would continue to open doors and make us a
blessing to more and more people. That prayer
has been answered partly by the children God has
brought into our lives. We have gone from learning to know one needy child to two, from two to
five, from five to fifty, and from fifty to hundreds.
And we’ve seen things happen along the way. We have
seen children (and parents) move to other parts of Sacramento, and even other parts of the state. When they
come back to visit friends, they come over to our
house to say hi. And we love to see them again.

Teaching school is the same way. I work a lot in special ed. Because of my involvement with the ministry, I
can’t teach full time, so I end up substituting in various
different classrooms in the Twin River Unified School
District. After doing that for six months or more, I began to realize that you know a lot of children there too.
And you see them. In Wal-Mart, at the park, and all
over. And you realize that some child may be watching
you when you think it is the most unlikely.
The other morning, I was talking with my twelveyear-old friend, Mellodi. Later that afternoon she
stopped in at a homework club where I work part time
and she told me what I had told her that morning and
what I had told her the first time I met her over three
months ago. And I realized that my tongue has more
influence than I might want it to have.
Every year when we pass Mother’s Day, I
think of the many children God has allowed to
cross our path. We are so blessed to be able to
touch these lives and bless them. I pray that our
times with each one of the children would help
them on the path of doing what is right.
CAPTIONS: (top to bottom)
Sheep cupcakes,
Story time,
Planting flowers for Mother’s Day,
Playing games,
Blowing bubbles with slime
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Blessings
•

Safe travels to and from conferences

•

Rain to water the garden, which is
unusual for this time of year

•

A good conclusion to ESL class
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Prayer Requests
•

An ESL teacher/program planner
to replace Heidi Jo at the end of
her term

•

Farhan, a 5-year-old with some
mental difficulties

•

Neveah and Elijah, 2 teens that
can’t seem to stay out of trouble

Year to Date Donations

We continue to be grateful for the way God provides for the work in Sacramento. As the graph above indicates, we are slightly behind our budgeted income so far this year. We invite your prayers and partnership in this need.
The building continues to progress, but every time we have an inspection
there seem to be more problems. The inspectors have been helpful in pointing
out problems, but that doesn’t negate the fact that we must continually spend
more money on the project. Our landlord has agreed to suspend rent until he
has his share of the renovations completed, so that is helpful. But we continue
to struggle with time delays and cost overruns.

