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 Tutoring 
     When a 4th grader can’t read, what are his chances of 
succeeding in life?  No matter how 
you define success, he will likely 
not achieve it.  And besides that, 
he is tired of being the class dum-
my and is likely either withdraw-
ing at school or acting out to pre-
tend he doesn’t care. 
     When a 3rd grader has a 2-
minute attention span, can’t add 
very well, doesn’t understand sub-
traction, and has no idea what mul-
tiplication is, he is bound for a life 
of hoping other people help him and 
don’t cheat him. 
     After years of seeing cases like 
this over and over, we felt like it was 
time to see if we can help to fix the problem rather than 
just identify the problem.  So we started thinking about 
and planning a one-on-one tutoring program.  Rosanna, 
Heidi, Heidi Jo, and I sat around a table and started listing 
names.  Children we know who either struggle in school 
or are recent immigrants and don’t speak English went on 
the list.  Then we started visiting moms.  We already knew 
most of the moms from something else we have done so it 
was an easy sell to offer to help their child with reading or 

math.  It was not difficult to sign up enough children to fill 
the time slots we have available 
right now.   
     It is a great opportunity to show 
one on one love and attention to 
these love starved children.  With 
the short attention spans, the best 
approach includes a lot of fun.  
Work for 3 minutes, play for a few.  
Run around the building.  Eat a 
snack.  We were worried about tu-
toring being an opportunity for other 
children to bully the ones being tu-

tored.  Instead, we have children wish-
ing they would be tutored!  And we 
are forging relationships that will last 
far into the future. 

     So I am excited about tutoring.  I’m excited to see the 
children gain some self-confidence and the parents see 
grade improvement.  But I’m most excited to see some of 
the children who are difficult to build relationships with 
looking forward to the time they get to spend learning 
math or reading. 

 

Our Blessings 
—We have permission to use the life center one evening a week for tutoring while  we wait 
for the building. 
—The girls have settled into their apartment just around the corner from us. 
—We had extra good attendance with cooking class and a good ending banquet. 

Prayer Requests 
 —Pray for wisdom and patience as we work on the building permits. 
 —Pray for Sherri, our neighbor who just got evicted.  
 —Pray for Christina, a neighbor who lost her 16 year-old daughter to a car accident. 

Amarion is practicing math. He says, “ 
Why don’t they use skittles to teach 

math at school? This is so fun!” 



Fall Cooking Class 

The Girls and Their Teachers 
L-R: Miss Sharilyn with Aylinn; Miss Heidi with Pechantz and Anais; Miss Felicia with Janyla & 

Aubrey; Miss Heidi Jo with Kaniah & Kayloni; my girls, Jada & Kaylie;  

Pizza 

Bread 

Food Groups with Play Dough 

     We started cooking class on August 31 and had the ending ban-
quet on November 17.  We were very grateful to have plenty of 
teachers this time.  Besides Miss Heidi, Miss Heidi Jo, and I, Shar-
ilyn and Felicia Martin were happy to help until they moved with 
their family to Arizona near the end of cooking class.  
     Cooking class started at 6:00 on Friday evenings. We usually 
began with them writing down a few important cooking tips that 
they needed for the evening.  Then once everyone had arrived, the 
fun began.  We worked hard to teach them to read the instructions 
and measure accurately. We had a total of 11 cooking projects.  
     Toward the end of cooking class, we gave them a written test 
and also had them come to our apartment and make a recipe with-
out any help and then taste tested the end result.  We had them 
bake the bread, cookies, and brownies for the banquet.  The bread 
tended to be a bit dense, and some of the brownies were a bit extra 
chewy, but over all they did very well.  The baking test not only 
shows us what the girls can do, but also bolsters their confidence 
in their own skill.   
     At our last cooking class we had a little tea party, gave the girls 
their certificates, and cookbooks, and took them on a shopping trip 
to Walmart.  The amount of cash they had to spend was equivalent 
to the number of evenings they came to class.   We had some hap-
py girls and some shopping adventures! 
     The banquet was on a Saturday after Kids Club.  The girls 
came in the morning to help make meatballs, chop things for sal-
ad, and peel potatoes.  Our complete menu was meatballs, pota-
toes, salad, rolls, brownies with ice cream, cookies, and hot drinks.  
We had a very enjoyable banquet.  All the girls’ families came ex-
cept one, and the food turned out well. 
     We had a smaller class this time, but most of them were excep-
tionally consistent in attending.  We even had one girl with perfect 

attendance this time!   
      We feel blessed to 
have had the privilege of 
building relationships 
with these tween/teen 
girls while working to 
teach them a skill they 
will use.  
      

Fruit Bouquets 

Salad 

Cake 

Spaghetti 

Enchiladas 

Receiving their cookbooks 
and certificates Group Picture 

The Banquet 
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