NEWSLETTER

April-May, 2018

Blessings
by Lavern Yoder

New Baby

New
Building

Kenton Daniel Yoder
On April 30, our life had a dramatic change. Any new
baby is a big change in a lot of ways but this one was
something completely unexpected. We ended up in the
hospital because Rosanna was having contractions and
feeling bad. By the end of the day, baby Kenton was
fighting for his life in the NICU. He was born at 24 weeks
and weighed 1lb 12oz. He is doing as well as most babies
born as early as he was, and just yesterday tipped the
scales at 2 lb. If you wish to follow his journey, you are
welcome to visit his Caring Bridge site at https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/lavernandrosannayoder
We were already juggling ministry and all the other
changes that happened in our lives this year. Now we
added a baby in the NICU who will likely be there for several months. So, we appreciate your prayers as we do our
best to put our most important priorities first.

About a week ago we
signed a lease on a building
that we hope to use for Bible studies and tutoring
children after school. We
were looking for a building that would be close enough for
people to walk to because many of our neighbors don’t
have cars. I talked with the landlord and he said interestingly enough, he has a tenant who is moving out and he
would consider renting the building to us if we are willing
to do the paperwork for the city to approve it for meetings
instead of only storage. So we are still finalizing the papers needed. Metro fire has certain requirements that must
be met, there is an inspection that needs to happen by the
code department, and there are some doors that need to be
taken out and dry-walled over. The summer will likely
consist of doing those things so that we are ready for tutoring when school starts this fall. We are excited with the
possibilities our own building opens for us!

New Workers
Good news from the personnel department! We are pleased to announce that our team here in Sacramento is expanding. After years of dreaming, wishing, and praying, we are blessed to be including two single ladies in the fall. Heidi
King is from KS. As a teacher, we are looking forward to her skills in the classroom for tutoring. Heidi Good is from
WI. She also brings years of experience in the classroom. Miss Good has been involved in helping with Kids Club on
Saturdays as she taught school at a local immigrant school for the last 3 years. Her knowledge of the kids will be a big
asset as she becomes more closely involved with them. The main problem at this point is how to distinguish between
two ladies with the same first name!

A Day in Sacramento
by Byron & Bonnie Miller

th

May 5 dawned like every other morning, however,
this day we were excited to go on an adventure to Sacramento. We were about to spend the day with Lavern and
Rosanna Yoder and their children, Eric and Kendra. Our
journey that day began with anticipation as 18 of us departed from Modesto, CA. When we re-entered Modesto
our hearts were full of joy and love for a new family added to our lives!! Praise God for how He works in our
lives to bless us with other opportunities!!
Our hands are willing to do whatever lies ahead! Rosanna needed to spend the morning at the hospital with
little Kenton. 10 ladies were grateful to clean the house,
clean their refrigerators, prepare oranges and grapes for
hand outs, iron shirts and dresses, make some food for the
freezer and prepare an art project for a future Kids Club.
Our tasks were completed in time to walk or ride to the
Community Center to prepare a meal for all of us.
While we ladies were enjoying sweet fellowship
through our tasks, there were 9 men and 2 children busy
at the community garden Lavern and helpers had planted.
They were able to install a drip system over the garden to
water those little seeds or plants—plants that will bear
their fruit in the future!! They, also, were able to mulch
the garden to trap moisture and assist with weed control.
When they appeared at the Life Center for lunch, the ladies could tell they had worked hard by the looks of their
sweaty faces along with their well dusted clothes and
shoes. After lunch, the group once again scattered to finish up various tasks.
We could tell when Kids Club was about to begin.
About 3:00, chattering children from the complex began
to assemble outside the Life Center in anticipation. Some
of them had peered in the doors from time to time beforehand to see what we were doing in there. Lavern and Ro-

sanna had supplied the necessary things to decorate flower pots, then to fill with potting soil and plant a flower. It
was a delight to see the children file in, receive their instructions and watch them create their own flower pot
decorations! We all were assigned different areas to assist the children with their projects. Once all flower pots
had been decorated and potted, the children, along with
our young people, sat on mats and focused their attention
toward Lavern who shared the story about Joseph and his
brothers. Lavern had his audience captivated!! After a
few action songs and prayer, the children enjoyed a snack
of trail mix and orange slices. They sat at tables to eat
their snack and then if they wanted another special treat,
they shared the story of the week before with Rosanna or
one of the other ladies and were able to choose a sweet
treat if they told it correctly.
After the last child left we could tell by the looks of
the remains in the room, they had thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Within a short time, the last crumb was
swept up and other things packed up. We left behind a
quiet Life Center; however, there were about 25-30 children who had Biblical seeds sown within their hearts and
we pray those seeds will be watered along the way.
I believe as Lavern, Rosanna and their family went
back to their home, they were weary; however, gratefulness poured out of their hearts. As the rest of us settled
into our cars to return to Modesto, we also were extremely grateful for the opportunity. We felt like we were the
ones encouraged!! Everyone of us anticipate a time when
we can return and experience another blessed day!!! We
pray a blessing over the ministry in Sacramento and pray
that as the seeds of Jesus are sown, God will water and
fruits of His Spirit will come forth!!

Prayer & Praise

—Praise for Thomas and Michelle and the group they brought from Modesto to bless us and
the work here
—Praise for baby Kenton
—Praise for a building close by and the commitment of 2 girls to come help in AugustSeptember
—Pray for wisdom as we expand our team and launch a tutoring program
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