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. When I mention National Night
Out, people ask me, “Is it national?
I’ve never heard of it.” So here’s a bit
of an explanation. National Night Out
is the first Tuesday of August. It is a
community event to celebrate back to
school and to raise awareness about the
police and what they do in the community. If you don’t live in a good sized
city, you’ve probably never heard of it.
Every year in Logan Park Apartments there is a stage
set up with a PA system. There are tents with face painting
or haircuts, bounce houses for the children, and hot dogs
for the adults. It’s a good time to be with neighbors and
celebrate the end of summer and the beginning of another
school year.
We have tried to help out where we can. One year I
used an old ice cream machine to make ice cream. That
was a huge success but afterwards I met with the health
department and realized the machine should have been
certified and it can’t be certified in CA. So we switched to

making smoothie.
How long would it take you to make
300 cups of smoothie? This is the second year we have done it and it starts to
become scientific. Throw bananas and
strawberries, milk, and sugar into the
blender and turn it on. Dump it into
cups. Put lids on. Put them in the ice
chest. Put ice down and do another layer. A few hours later you’re done. And

then the fun starts.
One of our goals here is to build relationships and be a
help to people. You have to be with them to build a relationship. So set up a table, offer smoothie, and talk with
people. We also had a lot of produce from the community
garden so we had corn, squash, beans, etc. for people to
take along home.
By the time the evening was over, we were tired,
thirsty (you try talking with 300 people, one at a time),
and happy. It was a good evening with friends and neighbors. The children all get new backpacks from the office

Prayer & Praise

—Praise for a variety of reasonably priced fruit, especially all the
$1watermelons we have bought this year
—Praise for a good group of girls for sewing class
—Pray for Jayden, a 13 year old who has a lot of anger and behavior issues
—Pray for Veronica. Her mom and dad, 7siblings, plus the oldest sister’s lesbian partner and daughter, all live together in a 2 bedroom apartment.

End of Sewing Class Party

To celebrate the end of our sewing class, we had a tea party with our class. Above is all 4 of us teachers with
our groups. One of my girls moved away during the class and one of Miss Alissa’s and one of Miss Heidi’s was
missing that evening. After the tea party, we took them to Walmart to spend the money they got for a gift. We kept
track of how many times the girls attended and gave them a certain amount of money for each time, so their gift
reflected their dedication to the class.

Most of us have lived around flowers all of our lives. We’ve seen wild
flowers in the fields, our parents planted flowers in flower beds around our
house, and some of us had flower boxes below our windows. We took them
for granted. We sent flowers to a widow next door to show her that we were
sorry for her loss. An engagement, wedding, funeral, or anniversary isn’t
quite right without flowers.
Now imagine you are a single mom with 3 children and have never in your
life been given flowers. Your parents are angry at you because you ran
away from home. Your boyfriend never cared enough about you to buy you
flowers. Besides, he is always broke and looking for money for beer. You
haven’t talked with your sister in years. Your brother is a pastor in Alabama
and doesn’t approve of your lifestyle.
Enter Rosanna. After a family wedding, we were inundated with flowers.
Flower center pieces are a great idea and are beautiful. But what do you do
with them afterwards? How about collect them and give them away? So we
had a whole kitchen counter full of flowers in vases. Hmm. Where do we
start? There’s Sandy who has a hard life and seems unhappy a lot of the
time. What about Treese? Her boyfriend used to beat her. Pierre’s mom is
someone I don’t know very well.
Imagine how you feel when someone shows up at your door with fresh roses
just to bless you. No strings attached. No performance needed. We’re glad
you’re our friends and want to say we love you and love hanging out with
your children. You have made a major deposit in their love bank account
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