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Three Words for Ministry
by Dennis Yoder

“We don’t really know what to expect, but there
could be over 100 people at our annual harvest celebration
on Saturday. When there’s food involved, stand back and
watch them come!” This sentiment greeted those of us
who were visiting Lavern & Rosanna and their family a
few weeks ago. I enjoyed partnering briefly with them in
their ministry in Sacramento, and an observation I came
away with was that ministry, both in the city and in any
part of the world, can typically be summed up in three
words: Preparation, Interaction, and Cleanup.
Preparation involved baking, icing, and wr apping
over 140 whoopie pies. It included preparing pounds of
grapes and apples (which were a small part of the cases
and cases of fruit purchased to serve to the kids during the
next several weeks). Preparation also meant spending
much of Saturday on a last-minute shopping trip, taping
streamers to the ceiling at the Life Center, and setting up a
modified corn hole challenge for the kids to enjoy.
Interaction took the for m of . . . well, inter action.
This part can’t be entirely described with words. When
over 90 people come and go in the course of a couple
hours, things stay lively. Interaction could look like helping a child decorate a cookie. It could look like an extended conversation with a single mother. It could look like
cheering for the child that throws a bean bag through the

hole in the target. Most of all, it looks like availability.
Which is not always easy or fun. But which can be used
by God in ways that we may or may not immediately realize.
And then there’s always cleanup. Washing mounds of
dishes. Sweeping floors, rearranging furniture, taking
down the streamers. Discussing what went well and what
could be improved upon, while eating pizza together and
resting our tired feet.
Please pray for Lavern & Rosanna and others who regularly help them in the work of Streetlight Christian Ministries. Pray that they will have wisdom and energy to capitalize on opportunities. Pray for more workers to help in
the growing ministry. And pray that financial needs will
continue to be met so that the Word can go forth in the
words and actions of God’s people in Sacramento.

Preparation. Interaction.
Cleanup. What does this look
like as you serve those
around you?

Things My Neighbors Teach Me
by Rosanna Yoder

It’s thanksgiving time…and I am thinking…reflecting
on the gifts that God has given us. Especially the gift of
neighbors, and the richness they have added to our lives.
There’s Ericka, the neighbor who lived across the corner below us just after we got
married…a drug addict living a
promiscuous lifestyle, with
very high highs, and very low
lows. Sometimes I got very
tired of the calls for help. “Can
you take me to the store?” “Do
you have anything I can eat?”
etc, etc. Eventually she got
evicted and we didn’t know
where she moved and didn’t
expect to see her again.
A month or so ago, she
called us. She got a job at a
Ericka at work thrift store, and when some Mennonites came in to shop, she decided to ask them if they know us, and if they have a number for us. They did, and she called to say “Thank-you for
helping me during that rough time in my life.”
I wonder, “How have I done with thanking those who
have helped me through rough times?”

dren—2 boys and 2 girls. A very nice Hispanic family...Since the apartments here are 2 bedroom, they gave
their 2 boys one room, and their 2 girls, the other. They
sleep in the living room.
I wonder, “Would I be willing to be that unselfish?”
Rochelle lives upstairs in the building right across from
us. It is not unusual for her to stop by every month or 2
with 5 or more grocery bags of fruit. She appreciates what
we do with the kids, and wants to help.
I wonder, “Who can I encourage by stopping by and
giving them a hand with what they feel called to?”
Monique is a mother with 7 children, expecting the
8th. Her husband has been in and out, mostly out, and she
is once again left with all the children, isn’t feeling well,
and has very little family support.
I wonder, “Why do I ever complain?! I don’t even worry that my husband won’t stay.

Tonight I talked with Yvonne. She is a 50?-year-old
lady who is raising her 3 grandchildren. Their mother has
a drug problem and their dad just isn’t involved in their
lives. She was calling me to ask if I know of anyone in
need, because their church was giving out turkeys and pies
to needy families for Thanksgiving. When I mentioned the
family that came to my mind, she said, “I am going to call
my pastor, and if there aren’t more turkeys, I can give her
Ricky, Monique, & family
mine.”
There are more, so many more. So much to be thankful
I wonder, “How often do I give up something I really
for, so many friends God has given us here. People who
want, to help someone else?”
have changed our lives, and challenged us, and opened our
eyes to so many gifts we didn’t know we had.
Above us live Ulises, and Aguero, and their 4 chil-

The richest treasure God has for you is the people in your life.
Give thanks, and don’t take them for granted. —Kevin DeYoung

Prayer & Praise

—Pray for Wassaun & Tina, 2 energetic, out-of-control 11 year-olds
—Pray for direction in finding a single girl to help with the work here
—Praise for a good turnout for the fall harvest festival and plenty of helpers for
that day
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