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Are We Going Bananas?
Lavern Yoder

“We have bananas, apples, and oranges.” “We have
bananas and grapes.” “Would you rather have frozen or
fresh grapes?”
If you were around our house very long, you would
hear that a lot. Are we running a fruit business? Yes!
Except there is no money that changes hands. This is
where the real success or failure of our ministry happens.
At our house hanging out by the patio talking with the
children.
One thing that has greatly attributed to the success we
have is that we live among the people we minister to.
When we first began to have the children over, we struggled to know how much food to give to the children. We
came up with the idea of giving out fruit and it continues
to be one of the great blessings of the ministry. Because
we live in CA, fruit is reasonably priced, it is healthy, and
not too difficult to store.
So we told the children that they are welcome to come
over every day after school for fruit. We watch the sales
at a lot of grocery stores in the area and when fruit is on
sale, we stock up. We give out fruit to an average of 40
children every day. It’s been as high as 75!
When the number of children began to bother our
neighbors, we tried hard to figure out what we should do.
We didn’t feel good about stopping the contact at our
house, but in some ways I could see where our neighbors
were coming from too. So we prayed and tried to keep the
noise down.
Then one day Rosanna and I both said we think we
should try a doorbell system. And maybe we should put it
by the patio. That would eliminate the neighbor problem,

solve the issue of the children trying to push the door
open, but still give us a chance to keep our contact with
the children. So we tried it. It looks a bit strange to see a
doorbell at a patio where there is no doorway but we told
the children to start ringing the doorbell. The first night it
was stolen. Sigh! So we bought another one. Within a
week it was gone. Double sigh! So this time I screwed
that button on and made sure it was fastened well. That
took care of it for maybe 4 months until it started getting
loose. Then it disappeared but the next day someone
brought it back and said they found it in one of the children’s pockets. Last week it was stolen again.
The patio is where a lot of our battles are won. If
we’ve had problems with a child at Kids Club, it helps a
lot to be able to talk with them in a different environment
without all their peers around. It’s a great place to spend a
minute asking them what is wrong, or asking if we can
help with anything. It is also a wonderful opportunity to
tell children that we are proud of how much better they are
doing and how we appreciate the effort we are seeing to
listen better.
Right now as I look in the refrigerator, I see grapes,
oranges, and apples. The freezer has bags of frozen
grapes. Bananas will probably be on sale next week. We
should buy around 40 lbs. That will last us for about a
week!

Diversion
Rosanna Yoder

On March 14, Lavern was gone for the weekend and
so we decided to cancel Kids’ Club and do something
different. We went to the 99 Cents Only store and filled
our cart with coloring books, paint sets, Frisbees, mini
basketball games, friction cars, and doctor sets. Then we
got some fun juice packets and little bags of chips. I set
up a table in our living room and then I waited for the
children. We got our first customers around 10 o’clock—
Laura, her two children, and a friend. We gave them bags
and they had fun filling them up with a snack and 1
game. Next Willie, and Raymond, and Charles came, and
my day was start-

ed. Sometimes it was just one child and sometimes it was
7. I was surprised when some of the big boys who like to
act tough picked out coloring books and crayons! Even
one of the moms picked up a bag and filled it with things.
It was fascinating to see what they all chose and to watch
their excitement! Throughout the day I had the fun of
making around 75 people happy as they stopped by our
little store, and I didn’t even have to plan a craft or clean
the Life Center! Normal is great, but the change was refreshing!

Special praise report
Praise God for answered prayer. The Life Center informed us
that we can no longer tell Bible stories to the children without
written consent from all of the parents. They were preparing
forms but it would be several weeks before they were ready but
we must comply immediately. Emails were sent to the board
members asking them to pray. We were praying. Friends were
praying. A week later I receive an email saying that the decision was overturned and we are welcome to continue with Bible
stories. All of this happened without me meeting with anyone or appealing to anyone. Truly “The king's heart is in
the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” (Proverbs 21:1)

New Gardening
Project Starting
This Month!

Prayer & Praise
—Pray for Julius, a 4-year-old that is a
big challenge at the Life Center
—Pray for Nia & Tina and their group
of friends, that they would learn to be
thankful and respectful
—Praise that Rosanna’s sisters returned—Rhoda from Haiti and Mary
Beth from Ghana—and that they are
available to help with Kids’ Club.

Lord willing, this area will be transformed
into a beautiful garden spot in the next few
months.
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