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We prepared for our afternoon of games with the kids in the
apartment complex by popping lots of popcorn and frosting cupcakes
that Rosanna had previously baked. Soon after lunch we headed
down to the Life Center. Lavern and Rosanna had told the kids that
we would be there for several hours Saturday afternoon to play games
and have a snack for Eric’s birthday. Once we were at the Life Center, she texted any of the kids whose phone numbers she knew to tell
them we were there. They soon began to arrive.
As they came in the door, Rosanna greeted them by name. She
also asked them if they wanted to eat snack first or to play
games. One table was designated at the snack table, while others had
a variety of games. I opted to sit at a table to play Candy Land, as
Rosanna said this was a very popular game. I soon noticed a big difference in the children who were playing. Some happily played by the
rules, while others didn’t want to show me the cards they drew so they
could go where they wished. Later when Rosanna was playing this
game, I saw her hand each child their card for their turn. Yes, that
would solve some problems!! While Candy Land was going on, other
children were coloring, or putting floor puzzles together. At a nearby
table, a Monopoly game was in progress. Players changed frequently,
so I doubt that any game was completely finished. Lavern was helping with this game (he always did like Monopoly!). Several
girls made a tower of Jenga blocks. They worked carefully to pull out
the loose ones until the tower crashed onto the floor. Preston joined in
the fun by introducing craft stick “bombs.” They put the sticks together in a triangular shape and then threw them against the floor or
wall where they would “explode.” After that wore off, he thought
up various other things of interest, like invisible writing with a highlighter, drum sticks with dowel rods, etc. The children loved him and
his creativity!
Children came and went as the afternoon wore on. I popped more
popcorn when that was needed. The children were allowed a maximum of one ice cream cup and one cupcake, but the popcorn was unlimited. One small boy ate numerous platefuls, not stopping until the

popper gave out and we were forced to stop. At one point, it got quite
noisy in the room with lots of children talking and laughing, but by
4:00 not many were there and we began to clean up. It had been a
good afternoon. I was glad to meet many of the children that Lavern
and Rosanna love and talk about. I was reminded that children are the
same, wherever you go. They all want love and affirmation, and some
know how to give and receive it better than others. I was burdened for
some of the needy children with the sad homes they came from. I was
happy to show them love that afternoon by spending time playing with
them.

Prayer & Praise
—Pray for Aneera, a 10-year-old girl, that
God would give her some security in her
upside down world
—Praise for Isaac, a new teen volunteer,
who helped exceptionally well for his first
time
—Pray for the Moralis family, who lost a
mother and grandmother to cancer
—Praise that Big Willie, Little Willie’s
dad, has found God in a new way, along
with freedom from drugs and alcohol and is

Christmas
Lavern Yoder

Ever since we started meeting kids here at the apart- labeled; preschool boy, youth girl, etc.
ments, we have been giving out books as Christmas gifts
The next day, Sunday, we decided to begin the task of
during that time of year. This
distribution. As kids came for
year we continued that tradition.
fruit, we gave them a gift and told
One of the blessings of working
them to spread the word. By the
for Choice Books is that we can
end of the day, we had given out
have any books we would like
almost half of the books. From
from the samples that publishers
there, we continued to give them
send for us to review. So all year
out as kids came over that had
we collect kid’s books.
not gotten one already. By the
The beginning of December,
end of the week, those books
we had our volunteers from the
were gone and we had wrapped
life center stay after kids club and
some more to hold us over.
Rod, a college student
we had pizza and wrapped books.
By the time it was all over,
Have you ever wrapped almost
we had given out 109! And so
volunteer
100 gifts at one time? Quite an
we will enjoy our empty closet
undertaking. But in several hours
for a bit and start collecting
time, the job was done. All the books were wrapped and books again for next Christmas.

For the past year, we have puzzled over
how to pray for the kids. When I taught
school, I prayed for each student every morning. But when you have regular contact with
40-80 kids every week, the sheer number is
daunting. Sure we can pray for them collectively and it’s not that I think God doesn’t understand, but we wanted a more personal
touch. So here is your chance to be involved.
Would you be willing to commit to praying
for one child for the next year? If you would
like to be involved, please contact us and we

will either email or mail you a picture of one of
the children along with a few details about him
or her and you can partner with us by praying
for them.
I will never forget the names of missionaries that we prayed for as a family when I was
growing up. It was a great way for us to feel
like we were involved in something bigger
than ourselves. This is a good way to involve
your family in the ministry of prayer.
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