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Probably one of the greatest challenges that modern ChrisAfter we had finished distributing the door hangers, and
tians face, is the challenge of how to effectively share our faith had enjoyed a picnic lunch in the park, we concluded our evenwith an increasingly anti-Christian world. On August 16 a
ing by distributing tracts in Old Sacramento. It was a busy
vanload of us from the Modesto German Baptist community
summer night, and the boardwalks were full of tourists. The
had the opportunity to spend an afternoon
response to our tracts, at least from my perin Sacramento, working with Lavern in his
spective, was less cordial than at the apartministry to the people of the inner city.
ment complexes. Some people politely
Arriving at Lavern's home apartment
took the proffered tract, probably partly in
complex, we first had the chance to see the
deference to the plainly dressed girls who
facilities that had been made available for
accompanied me. Others turned me down
the work with the children in the apartment
cold.
complex. It was apparent that a door of
After a warm farewell from our Sacraopportunity had been opened here, by the
mento brethren, our cheerful van load
provision of a spacious and centrally locatheaded south toward home. We had been
ed activity room that was freely available
challenged by our opportunity to enter into
for use. In addition, it sounds like there are
the labors of the ministry in Sacramento. It
ample numbers of children who are lookwas apparent that our Sacramento friends,
ing for love from adult role models. It is
by simply looking around for meaningful
truly inspiring to think how the Lord has
ways to help their neighbors, had found
arranged it so that inner city children in
themselves confronted by "insurmountable
Sacramento can find a role model in plain
opportunities". I had to reflect on
Anabaptists from the mid-Atlantic
the various opportunities that are presented
States. A more disparate group of people
to each of us in our own lives. May we all
could hardly be imagined.
be found to be faithful and profitaThe primary activity of the afternoon
ble stewards of the Gospel.
was to distribute door hangers in various
apartment complexes. Each hanger contained a tract, a gospel
of John booklet, and a music CD. (A music CD is a much easier sell then a tract.) We Modestoans like to think that we are
familiar with California's urban landscape, but we were stunned
by the vast size of these apartment complexes, each containing
thousands of people. Some of these complexes contained the
equivalent population size of a small city. Fortunately, our Sacramento friends were equal to the occasion, spending what must
have been many hours of time to prepare a thousand door hangers. Most of the door hangers were simply left on door knobs,
but we also had the opportunity to give some directly to the residents. The response from the people that we talked to was
mostly positive. In particular, I was struck by a group of children that I encountered. They eagerly accepted our door hanger, and seemed almost desperate for adult attention.

School Kits for Haiti
Lavern Yoder

For some time I have been bothered by the fact that a lot
of these children have never known that the world is bigger
than their own neighborhood. Children can be so selfish and I
always dreamed of doing something that would show these
children that they can help others and that they are very
blessed compared to a lot of the world even though they don’t
have all the things some people have. Finally in August we
had the opportunity to assemble school kits for Christian Aid
Ministries.
In order to assemble 200 kits we had to buy quite a lot of
things. We kept our eyes open for good deals and when back
to school started in stores was when we found a lot of good
prices on the things we needed. We had never found notebooks for less than $1 each but suddenly Staples did a back to
school deal of $0.17! That convinced us that the time was
right. After we bought the things we suddenly wanted to get it
done because our house was overflowing with school supplies!
We formed an assembly line of sorts and one Saturday
when we had extra help we made it happen. One of the adults
helped the younger children and the older ones worked on

their own. We put papers with numbers by each different
things to show them how many we needed of each thing.
Some of the older girls really enjoyed it and they moved very
quickly to get them packaged.
After the assembly, we showed them a combination of
pictures from our trip to Haiti last December and picture sent
to us by CAM. It was very quiet as the children looked at the
pictures and listened to us explain each one. The children had
no idea there was a place as poor as Haiti or Liberia. Many of
them saw the dirt floors and couldn’t believe that this was actually the school building!
Although the project required a lot of carrying the supplies
from store to house, house to Life Center, back to the house,
and finally to CAM; it was worth it! I still have a chance to
talk with the children about the pictures. It has helped to accomplish the purpose we set out to accomplish. The children
are now more aware that the world is larger than them and that
they are part of the privileged few. Thank you to all of you
that made this project a reality!

Prayer & Praise
—Pray for Adrienne and her 3 sons, Roman, Romelle, & Keondre. Adrienne has
moved 6 or 7 times in the 2 years we have known her, living with
whoever takes her in.
—Pray for Kemari, a 12-year-old who tends to be disruptive at kids
club
—Pray for Imelda and her five children. They moved out of their
apartment but don’t have a place to move to. The children are especially unsettled and insecure.
—Thank God for Preston Hostetler’s safe arrival. Preston comes to
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