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Packages for the Homeless
by Judith Martin

I imagine you about now sitting in your soft recliner, a cup
of tea or ice water by your side, and your feet propped up.
There’s a good chance you just showered and put on some clean
fresh clothes after your day of work and just stowed away a
great three-dish dinner (or more) . But I want you to take a trip
with me into another world, another life for a bit. In Sacramento
tonight alone there are 2,400 homeless folks bedding down on
the hard cold sidewalks or behind a smelly green dumpster. After they find their prize spot behind the dumpster they have to
figure out a way to secure their few remaining valuables from
the thieves of the night. A watch, a bottle of shampoo, or a bit of
food is not the most comfortable pillow but at least they will
still have it the next day! Often property owners or law enforcement officers will ask them to move from their spot to find another place so an uninterrupted night of sleep is a luxury to most
of them. When they wake up they will need to decide how they
plan to find food for the day. A lot of them live on the streets
close to the homeless shelters where they can receive two meals
a day except over the weekends. The rest of their days are spent
merely surviving. They roam the streets dumpster diving or sit
staring vacantly into the distance waiting in the hot sun for their
next good fortune to show up.
When you drive the streets full of homeless, stop by the
homeless shelter, or spend a minute walking in their bare feet;
you leave stunned! We wanted the school children to step out of
their good lives and enter this world, too. We told them some
stories of the homeless around town and talked about how we
could make a small difference to them. We decided that we
would all work together to make care packages for them. We
discussed what we think we would most need if we were living
on the streets. I spent hours filling shopping carts with combs,
soap, Bibles, and other personal care items and food. The children had a great time handwriting notes and preparing packages.
It made me smile to see their above normal excitement and read
their notes of love. They knew they were making a difference
to someone who really needed it . We spent a couple hours on
the project and made 40 packages total. It seemed like such a

small amount when you know the vast amount of needs waiting
for you on the street corners!! But we loaded all the packages
up with anticipation and took a car full of people to hand them
out. What great fun we had driving the streets looking for the
next dumpster diver! When they straightened up and saw one of
us standing there with a gift for them their huge smile and true
thankfulness was very humbling! We ended up down in the
homeless section of the city and within minutes dusty, sad, and
ragged people of all sizes and ages were lined up by our car .
We tried hard to keep some order, make sure no one would get
more than their share, and make sure that the families with small
kids would definitely get some. In less than five minutes the car
was empty and the forlorn line of desperate people still waiting
was long. We drive off in our nice car with that ache in our
hearts, stunned , and feeling like the richest people in the
world!!!
(SCM was able to donate money toward this project)

Prayer Requests
—Manayah, an out of control 8
year-old
that needs love
—Thanks for the help we have for
the
summer
—Wisdom to know what to focus
on next

Logan Park Update
Rosanna Yoder

This newsletter finds us just a day away from the last sewing
class, which will be a game and food night to celebrate the end of
the class. We did 3 projects in these 3 months—the pillows that we
embroidered, no-sew throws, and 15 baby blankets to send to the
clinic in Haiti where my sister works. We experimented some with
our talk time to see what would catch their attention and teach them
some good lessons at the same time. We talked to them about goodness, love, kindness and a few other virtues. The talk that most
caught their attention was when we talked about thankfulness and
showed them pictures of Haiti. Many of them find it hard to understand a world where you have to work for your money or else not
have any. They were very enthusiastic about helping to make blankets for the clinic. One of the girls commented that the thing she
likes about sewing class is that it gives her something to give. (She
gave her throw to her brand new baby niece.) It was a lot of fun to
send home those finished pillows and throws, but at the same time, it
is a good thing to be at the end of sewing class. With summer vacation just around the corner, the children’s ability to focus seems to
be gone for a time, and it feels like a good time to take a break.
We haven’t decided what comes next or if anything will. The
director of the Life Center wondered if we would consider doing a
gardening/canning class next. There is a small garden plot in the
complex where we could grow a few things. So that is something we
are thinking about for this fall.
As far as regular life around the apartments, we give fruit to an

average of 20-30 children a day. This last Saturday we canceled
Kids Club because Lavern was gone and I gave out 60! Thankfully,
not every day is that crazy, but with summer vacation coming, I expect a few more knocks on the door. The children are only out of
school for 8 weeks, which is a good thing. Until the end of the summer, they are so bored, they can hardly stay out of mischief. We are
talking about ways to use the extra opportunities that we have when
they aren’t at school all day. I’d like to bake cookies with some of
the little boys and take some of the girls along shopping, maybe
throw in a tea party or so, have some of the older girls come and
help me cook….but I also know that I will run out of time before I
run out of ideas.
We have been blessed with a couple of quieter weeks at the Life
Center since the pools just opened here at the apartments. In general,
the summers at the Life Center tend to be unpredictable, because a
lot of the children go to see their dads or other relatives, and a lot of
children are visiting relatives here, too. We are thankful that my sister and her 2 boys can help out on Saturdays, plus 3 of Lavern’s former students—Deborah, Rachel, and Anastasia—are able to come
sometimes. It makes our summer look possible!
Keep praying that God would show us which opportunities to
put our energy into, and most of all, pray that God would draw these
people to Himself.
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